Background and Scope

27
The field of critical care cardiology has evolved considerably over the past 2 decades. The 
18
In addition, this report addresses the evolving framework of competency-based medical 19 education described by the ACGME Outcomes Project and the 6 general competencies endorsed by 20 ACGME and ABMS. The background and overarching principles governing fellowship training are 21 provided in the Introduction to COCATS, and readers should become familiar with this foundation before 22 considering the details of training in a subdiscipline like critical care cardiology.
23
For most areas of cardiovascular medicine, 3 levels of training are delineated: 
General Standards
25
The cardiac critical care unit experience should include opportunities to participate in and, when 26 appropriate, lead interdisciplinary care teams as noted in Section 2.1. replacement/repair in patients with severe valvular heart disease. 17. Know the differential diagnosis of heart failure or shock in cardiac transplant patients.
Hands-On Experience
Summary of Training Requirements
I
18. Know the elements of risk scoring systems for the assessment of prognosis in acute coronary syndrome, advanced heart failure, and pulmonary hypertension, including demographics and findings from the clinical examination, electrocardiogram, biomarker testing, angiography, echocardiography, and invasive hemodynamic assessment. 
Level I Training Requirements 12
Level I training will typically require at least 8 weeks of cardiology critical care exposure 13 designed to acquire the knowledge, skills and experience necessary to achieve the competencies listed in 14 
